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Chriftian Hiftory . 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 
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An Account of the late Revival of Religion at Taunton, 
continued, 


HE Rev. Mr. Wheelock of Lebanon having preached 

at Norton (a Town adjoining on the we/ferly Side 

| of this) on the fameDay, and after Exercife was over 
being invited by one of our Deacons, came to 

Taunton : He appointed to preach a Leéure at the Meeting-. 
Houfe the next Day.---Before Meeting he fent for me but ¥ 
being out of Town, at the Time appointed he went to Lec- 
ture and preach’d to a confiderable Number of People from 
Mark 16.16. In his Sermon among other Things, as | have 
been inform’d, hé open’d the Nature of Go/pel- Faith x gave 
fome Marks and Evidences of it ; fhew’d the awful Danger 
of a State of Unbelief, &c. A confiderable Number as | was 
informed were awaken’d & pricked in their Hearts under his 
Preaching : Zion’s K1nG rode inTriumph upon the Word of 
ruth ; whereby it actually became quick & powerful ,fharper 
than any two-edgedSword, piercing even to the dividing afun - 
cer of Soul and Spirit, of the Joynts and Marrow, and was « 
Difeernér of the Tho’ts and Intents of their Hearts. Some 
were conftrain’d to cry out, their Conviétions of Sin and of 
their Expofednefs to the immediate and a@tual Execution 
nf the divine Anger upon them being fo fudden and piercing. 
(6)A far greater Number who feem’d to be tho’tfu! ferioufly 
concern'¢ 
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(6) The fir? who manifefted theirDiitreis by crping out this 
Diy 8 ttideed the fir who did fo of thisPeople had beer 
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concern’d and diftrefs’d did not manifeft their Diftres,, 
in fuch a publick Manner, whilft fome perhaps wer, 


iMguir- 
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much ftumbled at & prejudiced againft the religious Dy. 

trefles exprefs’d inOut-cries,&c.which fhe had heard of 
fromAbroad. The Reports which fhe had heard ,togetie- 
with whatPeople faid to her atHome, tended muchto make 
her {tumble at,and to prejudice her againft thefe Things 

She faid, the was bro’t to think that it was an «| 
Spirit or a Sort of Enchantment which caufed then. 
However when fhe beard that the Rev. Mr. Why. 
lock, was come to Tewn, and was to preach ; 
Lefiure in the Meeting-Houfe ; notwithftanding the 
Prejudices which were faifed in her Mind againft thee 
Things, fhe was refolved to go and hear him if fh: 
could. Accordingly fhe went ; and as the was goire, 
fhe fays, fhe fecretly wihbed that if thefe Things wer 
right, fhe might partake in them. (Here obferve thx 
fhe had for fome time been under fome Concern but nx 
under any clear, diftinét {piritual Convictions as | coud 
Jearn of her.) Accordingly in Sermon-time her Eye 
were immediately opened to fee her Gailt and Danger 

and it appeared to be all Blacknefs and Darknefs unw 
her ; fo that fhe knew not which Way to turn that he 
might eicape the Wrath of Gop ; which the faw hang- 
ing over her. She fays chat the had a fort of Knowledge 
and Belief that Curist was able to fave her, bet 
dare not believe in him, being fucha Sinner. (Her: 
obferve her felf-righteous and legal Difpofition and na- 
tural Oppofition to the New-Covenant Way of Life oy 
Jesus Curist according to the Gofpel) the was 
afraid of going to Hell every Moment as fhe deferves ; 
but yet had a fecret Hope kept alive in her Soul in a! 
herDiftre!s,that 1t may be Gon would bave Marcy en be 
we. On the Sabbatd atter the was very much ditires ¢, 
efpecially in theAfternoon, trembling under the Wore , 


5 
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diftrets’d under Conviction of Sin and awful Appreben- 
fians of the /¥rath of Gon due to her for Sin. After 
the Exercife was over, fhe came to Mr. WV beelecd, 25 be 
food out of the Doors, inquiring what Je Ponld de &: 
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mquiri what thefe Things meant. There was allo 
a Wor of Exhortation given by a veung Candalate 
after Mr. Wheelt was gone. Upon the while, 1 do 
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Her Dittrefs and Anguilh of Sou! becawfe of her Sin 
and Danger continued with many awtul Tempratom, as 
fhe fays, tll the Sedburd fomnght » when bewg at Meet 
ing in the Forenoon, the tho't the had Cr aist dio 
vered to her by fome Paflages in the Sermon. It be 
ing an inftituted Mean of working Fauh on the Hear 
of the Elect , Faith comes by bearveg, aus bearing by the 
Word J Ged &c.) Upon which Dy covery, the lays heer 
Diftrefs was all removed immediate!'y. * baw (faye the 
* Curist wasacompleat Sever , jult fuch an Ove 
* as! would have chofen, were | to chule a thouwland 
¢ Times. (See the Nature of a Ge/pel Sport, Phal. 3.) 
* Oh then I tho’: I fhould have Lived an Heaven upan 


* Earth for the Time to come s ¢ bleiled Lite indeed | 
* My Sins feem'd to be fubdued and gone. Alter this 
‘ 


I was not angry and fretful under Crofles and Oppe 

* fitions as I ufed to be before.’ Here olfAve, the 
fays, that before this the was exceeding apt to be fret 

ful and unealy under Crofles Ac. ‘ee here allo a parte 
cularNotice taken of ber swa/eigaity) Lut by & by fhe 
finds herCorruptions Risring mber , con pean of them, 
fays the is burden'd with "em hopes Dre hate n he: Meare 
Sins, & longs after Parity wn Lieert& Life. She us exam 

ing herfelf & ioquiting left the thou!d be “es/ued ,) tho’ 
at the rf lluminat» n fhe tha’t hertelt fure (as I be heve 
Goo ordinarily of at leait often givesAilurance to seurg 
Converti, who are made to fing im the Daveot thou 
Youth) the ftill has her ebbings and flowing: , her hight 
and her dark Hours ; fometimes diffret', at other 
Times rejoycing kc. the appears to live bie aC hr iftinn foe 
all chat [ have heard Gop alone knows and learches 
the Heart! Ove alfo received Comiort tha Day ‘who 


had been under more or lef Concern of Soul for tome 
lime before) breaking forth in the Language of the 
cnamoured Spoule, Cent. 2. # She ap; sto wok 


aniweradly, and to have her Converfatuwn ap becomes 
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verily believe that this Day was a Day wherein Gop ¢.. 
markably difplay’d his Power and Grace in the Allently 
of his People here. i. ' 

Upon my coming home that Evening and hearing whatth: 
Lorp had done among thisPeople the Day paft ; my Tho’ 
were fix’d upon Rev. 3. 20. firft Claufe, (altho’ I had &. 
fign’d to have preach’d from anotherText which I had wroy 
from.) Accordingly I minuted down fome Tho’ts thatEven. 
ing, and hope had the gracious Affiftance of the Hoy 
Guost. The Subject appear’d to me to be feafonabl:; 
it being a Time in which the glorious REDEEMER Waste. 
markably knocking at the Doors of Sinners Hearts, in this 
Town for Admittance and Entertainment,---- I think indeed 
it is my Duty to ftudy mySermons as well as | am able,andy 
labour to feel the Power of them upon my own Heart befor: 
I deliver them to the People, we fhou’d have beaten Oil fx 
the San¢tuary ; yet I believe Minifters may fometimes >: 
called in Providence to preach when they have not had 0} 
portunity for fuch preparatory Studies as might & 
their Duty at other Times, and then they may humbj 
look up to the Hoty Spirit for ; and expect his graciow 
Affiftance anfwerable to their Neceffities. And as Mui- 
fters fhould be Co-Workers with Gop ; fo, vith 
Humility do I defire to fay, that I would always endeavour 
carefully to obferve the particular Frames of my People, the 
particular Difpenfations of Providence they may be called 
pafs under, ‘Times of any fpecial and remarkable Vifitatioa 
from the Spirit of Grace ; the ‘Truths which thro’ Gracel 
may at any Time find peculiar Light, Liberty, Strength, 
Sweetnefs and Refrefhment in feeding upon, and adapt mj 
Ditcourfes accordingly. 

‘The next Day (which was the Lord’sDay) I went toMeet- 
ing and preach’d toa large, ferious and attentive Affembly. 
I have Reafon to believe that fome were under fpiritual and 
fcriptural Convictions of their Sing and Mifery, and under 
deep and ferious Concern of Sou} therefor ; others (who I be- 
lieve were under moré than ufual Thoughtfulnefs andConcem 
of Mind either trom what they had feen or heard, or from 
both, might perhaps ftill be enquiring what thefe Thing: 
meant. 

ln my Sermon, among other Things, I endeavoured to 
fpeak to Sinners of tne aftonithing Grace and Condefcention 
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of the dear Lonp Jesus in knocking at the Door of their 
Hearts forAdmittance and Entertainment ; of their own par- 
ticular and great Concernment therein > that now was the 
Day of CuR1sT’s Patience with ’em, which would quickly be 
overunlefs they opened to him ; thatSinnersHearts were natu- 
rally barred and bolted againft theLorpJesus ; mentioning 
fome of thofe Bars and Bolts which keptCurisT out of their 
Hearts, and which muft be removed if ever he came in ; 
fhew’d them what it was to open toCHRIsT ; and improv’d 
the Difcourfe, giving them fome Rules and Marks of Trial, 
whereby they might examine themfelves whether they had 
open’d to CHRIsT yea or nay, and apply’d it as clofely and 
pathetically to Saints and Sinners according to their particular 
Concernments therein, as I could. . 

The Word was attended with Power, and fome were 
pricked in their Hearts by it, as I afterwards learned. ‘Tho’ 
indeed I obferv’d no vifible Manifeftations of theirConviétion 
of their Sin, and Diftrefs of Mind therefor in the Time of 
public Exercife, other than an awful Concern, and 
Solemnity which was evident in moft, or all of their 
Countenances. I think, I never faw fuch an Affembly be- 
fore ; fuch awful Reverence, fuch ferious Concerg of Mind, 
fuch diligent Attention, fuch Engagednefs and Fixednefs of 
Mind, under the Word as appear’d among the People. Let 
all the Praife and Honour be given to the Gop of all Grace, 
whofe Glory fill’d the Temple, and the Power of whofe 
Word moft or all felt in a greater or lefs Degree this Day! I 
defire not to fpeak of thefe Things, and others of the like 
Nature which may hereafter be mentioned, that either [ or 
others may have whereof to glory fave in the Lorp,who was 
pleafed to magnify his Grace and Strength in the Weaknets 
of the Inftrument ! Qh may I continually be humbled and 
broken under the Workings of latent Pride, &c. May I fer- 
cver be made and kept humble under a fpiritual Conviétion 
of my own Nothingnefs, Vilenefs and Unworthinefs, and be 
enabled to give the Gon of all Grace (who is jealous for his 
own Honour and Glory, and will not give his Glory to ano- 
ther, nor his Praife to graven Images) all the Honour and 
Glory of any Thing he has been pleafed, or may ftill be 
pleafed, to work in me, by me or for me. 

It is she plain Preaching of the Gofpel of a crucified Jesus, 
not with Words and Reafonings which Men’s Wifdom teach- 
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eth, but which the Hoty Guost teacheth, thatGon ha, 
been pleafed to honour and blefs in the late retharkableDay o¢ 
his People’s Vifitation in this Town, and in other Placés fy 
far as I have been acquainted with them. 

At Noon | went to my ufual Place of Retirement. Some of 
the People came to the Houfe alfo, and appear’d to be unde; 
Concern of Mind. I gave them a Word of Exhortation, 
and hope it was not in vain. About this Time nothing which 
was faid to People feem’d in vain. 

In the , op at the ufual Time I went to Meeting, and 
Mr. Wheelock preached to a crowded Affembly from Fob 27, 
8. In his Sermon, he endeavoured to detect the Hypocrite ; to 
fhew how far a Perfon might go, what he might do, and 
what he might experience, and neverthelefs be nought but a 
very Hypocrite ; to reprefent to them the awful Danger and 
Folly of Hypocrify &c. to urge it upon them that they would 
be willing to know themfelves before it was too late ; that 
whatever they might gain by their Hypocrify in this World, 
as Credit among Men &c. would be all loft in that Day, 
when Gop fhould take away their Souls,and they be ftripped 
and ftand naked before the inlightned and awful Tribunal of a 
holy and jealous Gop, to their everlafting Shame and Con- 
tempt &c. His Sermon was clofe, fearching, experimental, 
awful and awakening. The vifible Effeéts of it upon 
the People, were an awful Concern and Solemnity which 
appear’d in their Countenances in general, and one or two 
trembled under it. Surely Gop was with him ; he appear’d 
to {peak of fpiritual and divine Things as awful Realities. 
Many I doubt not, could witnefs to the Truth of his Ser- 
mon, by finding their Hearts difcovered and read to them 
therein. The Kingdom of Darknefs trembled, I truft, be- 
fore the Go/pel of Curist, difpenfed by this his dear Ser- 
vant ! 

He appointed to preach another Sermon after a {mall Inter- 
miffion, and accordingly did. Many of this People tarried 
tohearhim. He preached from Ho/: 13.13. He opened the 
Conneétion and the Text itfelf, and then obferved that inaf- 
much as he was about to Jeave them on the Morrow, and 
there were a Number under Conviéfions, he would point out 
fome Things which were oftentimes Means of hindring Per- 
fons Convictions from iffuing in Converfion, or made them 
tarry long in the Place of breaking forth of Children. Ac- 
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cordingly he mention’d fome of them; as the World, and 
putting off Canvictions till a more convenient Seafon &c. He 
gave fome Account of the various Workings and Lu/tings of 
the Sinners Heart whilft under Convictions towards forbidden 
Objects, towards falfe refting Places. He was delivering 
his Difcourfe very plea/antly and moderately ; but Oh an in- 
created Power and Authority accompanied it, a Power and 
Authority too big, awful and majeftick, for any Creature ; it 
was the Voice of Gop which is powerful and full of Ma- 
jetty! The great ComrorTer, whofe Office it is to 
convince the World of Sin, of Righteoufnc/s, and of 
‘Yudgment, to teach his Difciples all Things, and bring all 

hings to their Remembrance, accompanied the Word with 
his almighty and efficacious Grace! Oh it difcovered the 
Secrets of Mens Hearts to them with irrefiftable Energy, 
Light and Evidence! Indeed he /pake in the Demonftration 
of the Spirit. and with Power, fo that one muft fay, Gop 
was with him of a Truth! By and by fome began tocry out 
both above and below in awful Diftrefs and Anguifh of Soul : 
Upon which he raifed his Voice that he might be heard above 
their Outcries ; but the Diftrefs and Out-cry {preading and 
increafing, his Voice was at length fo drowned that he could 
not be heard. Wherefore not being able to finifh his Ser- 
mon, with great apparent Serenity and Ca/mnc/s of Soul 
(having mentioned it to me) he called to the Dittrefs’d, and 
defir’d them to gather themfelves together in the Body of 
Seats below. This he did that he might with more Conve- 
niency converfe |with them, couniel, direct, exhort them, 
ke. 

Oh how were Sinnersin Zien afraid! How did Fearful- 
nefs furprize the Aypocrite ! Whilft they faw their State, 
and faw no Way open’d to them, how they could dwell with 
the devouring Fire, how they could inhabit with the ever/a/- 
ing Burnings! Whilft they faw no Way how they could 
approach unto the holy and jealous Gon! Ob the Ditre(s 
and Anguifh of their Souls! Oh the Pains that were upon 
them, like as of a Woman in Travail ;_ whil{t they {aw their 
juft Deferts at the Hands of the great Gop; whilft they 
knew not but that, yea were awfully afraid leit, they mutt 
eternally dwell with Devils and damned Souls in the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brimftone, and bear the Fury 
of Gop, with whom now they faw was terrible Majefty | 


Seeing 








336 Revival of Religion at Taunton. 


Seeing fomewi,at of the Awfulnefs of Hel’, and that th 
deferv’d it ; feeing alfo that nothing but the mere uncove- 
nanted good Pleafure of Gop, who was very angry with 
them, kept them out of He// every Moment : No Wonder 
that they cry out, they fhould go to Hell, they were going 
to Hell, What foall we do to be javed ? &c. 

(To be continued.) 





Saturday, November 24. The Rev. Mr. Whitefield was fo 
far reviv’d as to be able to take Coach, with his Confort, and 
fet out from Port/mouth to Bofton ; whether he came in a 
very feeble State, the AZonday Evening after : fince which he 
has been able to preach in feveral of our largeftHoufes of pub- 
lic Worhhip, particularly theRev. Dr. Colman’s, Dr. Sewall’s, 
Mr. Webb’s, and Mr. Gee’s, to crowded Affemblies of P-o- 
ple,and to great and growing Acceptance. At Dr. Colman’s 
Detire,and theConfent of theChurch, on theLord’s- Day after 
his Arrival, he adminiftred to them the Holy Communion. 
And !aft Lord’s-Day he preach’d for the venerableMr. Cheever 
of Chelfea,and adminiftred the Holy Supper there : The next 
Day preach’d for the Rev. Mr. Emerfon of Malden: Y efter- 
day he fet out to preach at fome Towns to the Northward, 
propofes to return hither the next Wednefday Evening, and 
after a few Days, to comply with the earneft Invitations of 
feveral Minifters, to go and preach to their Congregations, in 
the Southern Parts of the Province. 

He comes with the fame extraordinary Spirit of Meeknefs, 
Sweetnefs and univerfal Benevolence as before : In Oppoli- 
tion to the Spirit of Separation and Biggotry,is ftill for holding 
Communion with all Proteftant Churches, In Oppofition 
to Enthufiajm, he preaches a clofe Adherence to the Scrip- 
tures, the Necefflity of trying all Impreffions by them, and of 
rejecting whatever is not agreeable to them,a$Delufions. In 
Oppolition to Antinomiani/m, he preaches up all Kinds of rela- 
tive and religious Duties, tho’ to be perform’d in the Strength 
of CurisT,and in fhort, the Doétrines of theChurch of Eng- 
land, & the firftFathers of thisCountry. As before,he fir/t ap- 
plies himtelf to theUnderfandings of his Hearers,& then to the 


Affeélions : And the more he preaches,the more he convinces 


People of their Miftakes about him, ahd incyéafes chely Sah? 
faction. : 
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